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Mia is in 3rd grade and is looking for her first case as a detective when she meets Mr. Rippel. He li-

ves in No. 19, with the ‘odd birds‘. That‘s what everyone calls the crazy old people who live in Mia‘s 

street, but Mia doesn‘t mind them because she is to-le-rant. She learns from Mr. Rippel that Pirate, 

Mr. Schlottmeier‘s cat has been stolen. And so Mia has her first case and investigates in the seniors‘ 

shared house. But neither Holger, the supervisor, nor sulky Mr. Knick, or the cigar-smoking Mrs. 

Schmock, who sits in a wheelchair are a big help. And Mr. Schlottmeier himself also comes up with 

only one thing: “Pirate is the most sweet-natured cat in the whole world.“ Yet Mia soon has a suspi-

cion … 

Nicole Mahne‘s dazzling children‘s book debut—full of humour, levity and irony. 

This story deals with the coexistence of the different generations, whereupon the 

‘normal‘ people often seem more bizarre than the ‘odd birds‘ from the senior flat share. Mia‘s won-

derfully naive child‘s perspective and her unbiased way of dealing with the old people and her view 

on friendship, family and life are delightful and witty. 

Mia  and  Those  f rom No.  19  

N i c o l e  M a h n e  

Nicole Mahne had to struggle through a tough time at school before she was finally allowed to 

study, namely German, linguistics and pedagogy. She has been working as a freelance editor 

and copywriter since 2006. She lives with her husband, daughter, dog and cat in Bielefeld. She 

has hobbies too. 
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