The Author:

Lea Dittrich has already entertained her
follow pupils with self-invented fairy tales at
primary school. Following her studies of
German Literature, she worked as an edi-
tor and helped other authors to carry their
stories out into the world. Since her daugh-
ter’s birth, she has been working as a free-
lance author, editor and copy-editor. She
lives in Berlin with her family.

« First love, the search for identity,
cutting the cord, self-
determination

« A touching Coming-of-Age novel

« Ina poetic and sensitive manner,
Lea Dittrich describes how Mimi’s
search for her mother results in a
completely new level of close-
ness in the family

LEA DITTRICH
The Things We Don’t Talk About

An insightful and authentic narrative

Silence is not always golden

Mimi collects perhaps-mothers. She stalks and photographs women who resemble her. The
hair color, the shape of the nose, the profile of the face.

Her own mother allegedly died while giving birth to her. At least, that is what Mimi’s father
says, who has raised the now 14-year-old girl as a single parent. But where are the snatches
of memories coming from that keep flashing through her mind? Mimi dancing, barefoot, in the
snow with her mother as a little girl. The sound of her mother’s voice, the suitcase in her
hand... Is Mimi just imagining things? Is she crazy?

When summer begins, everything changes. Mimi decides to run away to finally find out the
truth...

“I want to find her and tell her that I still exist and that she is still my mother, regardless. This
doesn't just stop because you leave.”
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